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The phone call cane at about 8:45am on Wdnesday
April 7, 2010. It was from Laura Jones, Salt Lake
Cty Police Departnent. She handles the “Tips for
Cash” program for the Departnent. She and | had
set up a neeting with Detective Kim Steed, SLPD for
| ater that afternoon at Detective Steed’'s office.
Detective Steed works out of the Pioneer Precinct
right here in the Poplar G ove neighborhood. The

three of us and ny wife, I|la Rose, and daughter
Charlotte were going to neet to nake a reward flyer
for information Jleading to the arrest and

conviction of the crimnals who stol e the statue.

But Laura’'s phone call was not about the neeting.
Her first words; “Fred, the Little Mermaid has been
found!”

| junped up fromthe dining roomtable as she said
“ves, she was found in the Peace Gardens and the
Crime Scene investigators are going there now.”
She told nme to call the news reporters and go over
there, but not nention her nane.

It was a nost exhilarating feeling as | wal ked back
and forth around the dining room during that phone
conversati on.

| called the nedia as she suggested. First to KTVX
ABC4, for reporter Jessica, who interviewed ne on
Apri | 1 for the first story about our



“Rewar d/ Recovery/ Repl acenent” fund. | then called
Sheena McFarland, Salt Lake Tribune reporter who
interviewed me for a similar story on April 5'", and
who also did a story on March 10'" about the theft
of the statue.

Then I, ny wife and cousin Frank went to the Peace
Gar dens. W got there at the sane tinme that the
crime scene investigators got there. I et

Detective Steed for the first tinme (after talking
with her several tines on the phone) and Sergeant
St even Wool dri dge who deals with these type crines.
And Antonio, the SL Parks Dept vol unteer/enpl oyee —
the hero of the day - who discovered the Little
Mermai d hidden in dense shrubbery not far from her
hone.

W stood clear of the officers as they did their
work at the scene, took several ©photographs,
t hanked Detective Steed and Sergeant Wbol dri dge and
t hen headed for the greenhouse where we

were told Antonio had taken the statue when he
found her.

Charl ene allowed us into the greenhouse. And there
she was on the floor in front of a sofa wth a

crocheted afghan on the seat behind her. It was a
confortable feeling — as if a mssing child had
been returned safely hone. A ray of sunshine
iIllTumnated the little statue's back, showi ng only
m nor dings and scratches. She appeared as if
tired and relieved from her ordeal. \Were had she
been since |late February? That is a nonth and a
hal f! The nystery remains since there were no

answers fromthe crine scene investigation.

So now the Reward/ Recovery fund had a new purpose
The statue had aged over sone 50+ years in addition
to the mnor injuries fromthis latest ordeal. | t
needed repairs and restoration.



Later that day, | |earned from Val Pope, Salt Lake
Cty Parks Departnent, that the Salt Lake Arts
Council had a grant of funds to do certain specific
work in the Peace Gardens. He said Roni Thomas of
the Arts Council had contacted him and told him
that work on the Little Mernaid statue was not a
part of their grant application but that they could
still help with the restoration cost.

She al so asked Val how to contact ne to see if the
Rewar d/ Recovery fund mght also be available for
help with this cost.

Later it was assigned to Kevin Mag, president of
Metal Arts Foundry in Lehi, Uah, to do the repairs
and restoration for a fee of $2450. VWhen Roni
I nformed nme about the fee, | told her | would ask
for pledges to cover up to half of the fee, $1225.
(To date, $832 has been collected from the
pl edges.)

A en Richards fromthe Arts Council and | delivered
the statue to the foundry where the restoration
wor k was conpleted and when it was returned to the
Par ks Departnent Val Pope invited ne to cone and
see to take sone additional pictures. The statue
and nmounting was done beautifully by Kevin and his
crew

The rededication of the Little Mermaid statue w il
be on August 21, 2010, during the annual Peace
Garden Festi val .

There is speculation that the Danish Anbassador
will be in attendance. It will be a very speci al
occasi on.



